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PREFACE. 

TH  E  wonderful  phenomena 
which  Electricity  exhibits, 
have  long  been  the  admiration  of 
the  moft  celebrated  philofophers ; 
and  no  affiduity  has  been  wanting 
to  trace  their  caufes  in  the  ftupen- 
dous  fcenes  of  nature :  But  while 
the  world  was  loft  in  the  profundity 
of  thefe  fpeculations,  its  more  im- 
mediate benefit  to  mankind  was 
very  imperfectly  underftood. 

Within  the  laft  three  years,  the 
happy  effects  of  it  in  the  regulation 
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of  the  animal  oeconomy  have  been 
made  evident  to  feveral  of  the  moft 
eminent,  and  moft  judicious  of  the 
Faculty,  whofe  candor  and  philan- 
thropy have  admitted  it  as  an  article 
for  the  cure  of  fome  difeafes  *. 

With 

*  It  is  only  within  the  laft  three  years,  that 
the  many  improvements  of  the  Electric  Ma- 
chine have  been  invented,  which  convey  this 
fluid  in  fo  many  different  forms,  and  have  fur- 
nifhed  the  practice  of  Electricity  with  a  variety 
and  accuracy  of  application  'till  then  unknown. 
Before  the  year  1777,  the  only  methods  of  ap- 
plying it  to  difeafes,  were  the  Shock — the  Spark 
— and  fimple  Electricity.  The  ufe  of  Direc- 
tors^ to  convey  the  fluid  from  wooden  or  me- 
tallic points, —the  difference  of  applying  this 
fluid  to  the  naked  integuments,  or  to  the  fkin 
covered  with  refifting  fubftances, — the  regula- 
tion of  the  fhock  by  the  Medical  Electrometer, 
— the  confinement  of  its  action  to  a  given 
fpace, — the  improvements  of  the  Culhion  and 
the  Zink  Amalgama,  are  all  difcoveries  of  the 
laft  three  years.  To  thefe  difcoveries  it  is  in- 
debted 

i 


to 

With  refpect  to  the  practice  of  Sur- 
gery, during  the  laft  Summer,  un- 
der the  patronage  of  the  late  Mr* 
Elfe>  I  have  treated  fome  difeafes 
of  the  joints  fo  fuccefsfully  in  St. 
Thomas*  Hofpital,  that  an  account 
of  them  was  to  have  been  pub- 
limed  under  his  infpe&ion,  if  death 
had  not  deprived  me  of  fo  valuable 
a  Friend,  and  the  world  of  fo  ju- 
dicious and  excellent  a  Surgeon. 

*The  prefent  medical  reputation 
of  Electricity  has  been  acquired  by 
a  gradual  courfe  of  experiments, 
firft  upon  fuch  cafes,  as  medicine 
and  furgery  were  infufficient  to  re- 

debted  for  its  prefent  fuccefs  :  And  I  think,  1 
may  therefore  be  allowed  to  date  its  effects,  m 
regulating  the  animal  ceconomy,  from  that 
period. 

2  lieve, 
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lieve,  and  afterwards  on  many, 
where  the  cures  remained  imperfect, 
or  where  the  habit  wanted  its  pe- 
culiar influence  to  remove  particular 
fymptoms,  or  to  give  action  to  de- 
ficient powers. 

During  my  education  at  the 
Hofpital,  I  had  feen  fo  many  re- 
medies fail  of  their  promifed  fuccefs, 
after  a  candid  trial,  and  among  the 
reft  Ele&ricity,  that  on  renaming 
the  practice,  I  proceeded  flowly,  and 
doubted  much,  cautious  of  being 
mifguided  by  falfe  appearances,  'till 
experience  taught  me,  that  when  I 
was  unfuccefsful,  it  more  often 
proceeded  from  want  of  judgement 
in  the  application,  than  from  want 
of  power  in  the  remedy.  But  by 
a  diligent  attention  to  every  new 

circum- 


[    vii  ] 

circumftance  which  occurred,  and 
an  impartial  examination  of  fads, 
I  was  led  by  degrees  to  extend  its 
practice  more  generally  ;  and  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  find  my  endeavours 
have  not  been  mifapplied,  becaufe 
the  terrors  of  the  knife  have  been 
frequently  prevented,  and  fome  of 
the  common  fufFerings  of  huma- 
nity much  alleviated. 

The  number  of  defperate  cafes 
arifing  from  obftructed  menfes, 
which  have  been  relieved  by  Elec- 
tricity fince  the  firft  publication  of 
this  pamphlet,  brings  a  fatisfactory 
refledion  to  my  mind,  and  induces 
me  to  give  a  more  particular  de- 
fcription  of  my  manner  of  applying 
it,  that  the  practice  may  become 
general,   and    that    an  objection 

which 
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which  has  been  illiberally  urged 
againft  it  may  be  removed;  for  if 
any  indelicacy  attended  the  mode 
of  treatment,  that  alone  would  have 
been  an  infuperable  objection  to  the 
recommendation  of  it,  and  muft 
have  difcouraged  the  ufe  of  fo  effi- 
cacious and  fo  beneficial  a  remedy. 

Under  the  defire  however  of  giv- 
ing fuch  a  general  defcription,  as 
may  direct  Medical  Practitioners,  I 
feel  a  difficulty  which  arife§  from 
the  novelty  of  the  fubject  ;  and  Mr. 
Partington's  intention  of  giving  the 
public  a  View  of  the  prefent  State 
of  Medical  Electricity  being  de- 
ferred, increafes  my  embarraffment. 
— I  muft  therefore  confine  my  de- 
fcription to  the  mode  which  was 
u fed  in  the  recovery  of  thofe  pa- 
tients 
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tiehts  whofe  cafes  are  annexed ; 
which  indeed  is  the  lifual  mode  I 
adopt,  except  where  the  obftruc- 
tion  depends  on  remote  caufes,  and 
where  often  the  delicacy  of  the 
constitution,  makes  the  mo  ft  gentle 
operations  neceffary,  and  fometimes 
effectuah 

I  muft  fuppofe  every  Practitioner 
to  have  made  himfelf  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  Electrical  Ma- 
chine, and  its  common  apparatus, 
before  he  commences  the  cure  of 
difeafes  with  it,  becaufe  that  is  as 
neceffary  as  anatomy  is  to  the  prac- 
tice of  furgery,  or  chymiftry  to 
medicine.  He  is 'then  to  add  to  his 
apparatus  two  modern  inftruments, 
which  from  their  ufe  are  termed 
Dire&ors,  and  are  imall  metallic 
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rods,  with  a  ball  fcrewed  on  the 
end  of  them,  mounted  on  handles 
of  glafs.— -The  Leyden  Phial,  hav- 
ing a  medical  Electrometer  fixed  to 
it,  is  firft  to  be  fet  to  a  given 
charge,  which  muft  be  regulated 
by  a  previous  confederation  of  the 
age,  the  ftrength,  and  fenfibility 
of  the  patient.  Two  pieces  of 
{lender  wire  (which  I  think  much 
preferable  to  chain)  are  to  be  fixed 
round  the  rods  of  the  Directors, 
and  one  of  them  connected  with 
the  outride  coating  of  the  jar,  the 
other  being  fattened  to  the  Electro- 
meter. The  patient,  fetting  in  a 
chair,  is  then  to  place  one  of  thefe 
inftruments  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  fpine,  nearly  upon  the  Os  Sa- 
crum, either  by  directing  it  through 
the  pocket,  or  down  the  back  of 
2  the 
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the  ftays :  fhe  is  then  to  place  the 
other  inftrument  below  the  peak  of 
her  ftays;  and  letting  them  remain 
in  thefe  fituations,  the  wheel  is 
turned,  and  the  mock  paffes  imme- 
diately through  that  part  of  the 
Pelvis  which  is  included  between 
the  Directors.  This  (hock  being 
repeated  or  increafed,  according  as 
the  patient  is  affected  by  it,  the 
Director  is  removed  from  the  Os 
Pubis  and  placed  under  one  foot, 
and  afterwards  under  the  other,  and 
a  few  fhocks  are  thus  fent  from  the 
facrum  to  the  feet. 

The  fituation  of  the  Directors  is 
now  to  be  changed  to  fuch  a  por- 
tion, as  to  fend  fome  lateral  fhocks 
acrofs  the  Pelvis,  by  placing  them 
through  each  pocket-hole.  Thus 

a  2  I  fup- 
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I  fuppofe  the  nerves  and  veffelsj 
which  are  diftributed  to  the  uterus, 
muft  be  affected  by  the  paffage  of 
the  electric  fluid. 

This  is  the  outline  of  the  me- 
thod I  have  ufed  in  the  generality 
of  cafes  which  have  been  fubmitted 
to  my  care ;  and  where  the  difeafe 
has  arifen  only  from  an  obftrucliion 
of  thofe  veffels,  this  method  has 
always  proved  fuccefsful. 

When  the  obftruction  is  caufed 
by  a  general  debility,  yet  is  attended 
with  fymptoms  which  require  relief, 
the  application  of  Jhocks  are  often 

very    improper.-  :The  Electric 

powers  muft  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  mo- 
derated according  to  the  fymptoms : 
but  as  it  would  require  a  differt;a- 

tion 
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tion  on  the  fubjecl,  to  defcribe  the 
various  modes  in  which  this  fluid 
is  applicable  to  the  human  frame, 
I  decline  entering  upon  it  here; 
lince  the  intention  of  this  publica- 
tion is  only  to  refute  an  opinion, 
which  prevails  with  fome,  that  the 
Experiments  with  Electricity  are  in- 
decifive,  and  tend  to  no  particular 
point.  Cafes  of  extreme  debility, 
attended  with  periodical  pains  about 
the  region  of  the  Uterus,  aggra- 
vating other  fymptoms,  are  the  only 
ones  in  which  ijhave  failed  of  fuccefs, 
but  they  are  fo  few,  that  though  I 
am  bound  to  acknowledge  them, 
they  do  not  induce  me  to  alter  my 
opinion,  that  Electricity  is  as  cer- 
tain a  fpecifick  for  the  removal  of 
Menftrual  Obftru&ions,  as  the  Bark 

for 
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for  the  cure  of  Intermittents,  or 
Mercury  for  the  Lues  Venerea. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Preface 
without  recommending  the  trial  of 
this  remedy  in  thofe  difeafes  of  the 
Ovarium,  which  commence  towards 
the  latter  periods  of  menftruation; 
not  that  I  have  had  experience 
enough  to  lead  me  beyond  conjec- 
ture ;  but  as  thefe  difeafes  are  fo 
often  fatal,  a  rational  mode  of 
relief  may  with  great  propriety  be 
attempted,  particularly  as  in  judi- 
cious hands  no  harm  can  accrue 
from  it. 

Thus  having difcharged  my  duty, 
in  fubmitting  to  the  Faculty^  the 
method  I  ufed  in  the  treatment  of 

the 
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the  following  Cafes,   I   hope  no 

imputation  of  harbouring  a  fecret 

can  be  attributed  to  me  ;  for  that 

is  a  crime  which  in  profeffional 
knowledge  I  have  been  taught  to 

defpife. — To  the  experience  and 
to  the  judgement  of  Medical  Prac- 
titioners I  muft  leave  any  deviations 
they  may  think  proper  in  particular 
Cafes,  reminding  them  that  the 
afliftance  of  medicine  is  not  to  be 
difcarded. 


CON- 
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CONSIDERATIONS,  Sec. 

AMONG  the  variety  of  difeafes, 
with  which  human  nature  is  af- 
flictedj  men  have  but  few,  which  arife 
from  a  peculiarity  of  the  ft.ruc~r.urei  in- 
tention, and  conformation  of  parts ;  but 
the  female  fex  have  feveral,  which  fome- 
times  are  dangerous,  and  often  difficult 
to  cure :  among  thefe,  the  difeafes  of  the 
Uterus  form  the  greateft  part ;  and  that 
of  which  I  propofe  to  treat  being  fre- 
quently the  firft,  has  fo  great  an  influence 
over  the  future  habit,  that  it  may  be  ac- 
counted the  aera  from  whence  they  date  a 
life  of  ficknefs  or  enjoyment. 

B  As 
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As  the  intention  of  nature  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  female  fex,  was,  among 
other  things,  for  the  nutrition  of  the 
child  while  in  utero,  and  for  its  fupport 
during  the  firft.  months  of  its  infancy,  fo 
women  are  fupplied  with  a  fuperfluous 
quantity  of  blood  from  the  time  they 
are  capable  of  conception,  to  anfwer  thefe 
purpofes ;  and  they  are  defended  againfl 
any  inconvenience  they  might  fuffer  from 
the  ftimulus  which  this  accumulation, 
after  a  certain  period,  might  produce,  by 
her  making  an  occafional  effort  for  its 
difcharge  in  a  part  where  it  meets  with 
the  leaft  refinance,  the  ftruclure  and  the 
fituation  of  the  womb  being  well  adapted 
to  afford  it  a  commodious  paflage. 

This  difcharge  is  denominated  the 
Menftrual  Flux,  becaufe  the  period  of 
its  flowing  is  naturally  once  every  lunar 
month;  and  the  female  conftitution  fo 

much 
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much  depends  upon  the  regularity  of  this 
flux,  that  the  obftruction  of  it  is  ever  at- 
tended with  immediate  or  confequent 
ill-health :  a  method  therefore  of  re- 
lieving it  with  certainty  will,  I  truft, 
be  thought  an  advantage  to  phytic, 
becaufe  it  feems  hitherto  to  have  been 
ineffectually  fought  after  by  the  learned 
and  ingenious. 

The  medicines  which  have  been  re- 
commended, and  are  ufed,  to  remove 
thefe  obftructions,  are  not  always  found 
adequate  to  the  purpofe  ;  and  fome  con- 
stitutions are  not  able  to  bear  their  ope- 
ration ;  a  mode  therefore  of  relieving  fo 
common,  and  yet  fo  dangerous,  a  com- 
plaint, which  can  be  practifed  without 
detriment  to  the  health,  applied  to  the 
feat  of  the  diforder  alone,  and  may 
be  regulated  according  to  the  age,  the 
strength,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 

B  2  tient, 
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tient,  will  appear  the  mod  rational,  as  well 
as  moft  probable  mode  of  cure. 


That  the  power  of  the  electric  mock 
js  adequate  to  this  purpofe,  we  want  not 
the  authority  of  many  authors  of  the  firfr, 

■ 

reputation  to  prove. 

Van  Swieten,  upon  the. difeafes  proper 
to  virgins,  fays,  "  When  the  power  of 
f*  electricity  began  to  be  employed  in  the 
"  cure  of  difeafes,  the  menftrual  flux  was, 
Ci  from  that  wonderful  power,  obferved 
"  to  be  confiderably  increafed,  and  to 
iS  flow  in  greater  abundance  than  at  any 
il  time  before;  nay,  both  before  the  pe- 
ff  riods,  and  after  they  were  gone  off,  a 
V  woman  has  been  known  to  get  a  Fluor 
h.  Albus  *,  which  me  never  on  any  for- 

"  mer 

%  A  modern  author,  treating  of  the  difeafes  pro- 
per to  women,  obferves,  that  the  Fluor  Albus  is  a. 

frequent 


ll  mer  occafion  had  experienced  in  her 
•tf<  life.  But  the  electric  mock,  like 
if  thunder,  penetrates  every  thing  inftan- 
N  taneoufly ;  hence  the  veflels  are  open- 
ff  ed,  and  the  motion  of  the  fluids  is  in 
H  a  moment  quickly  increafed." 

Dr.  Gullen  gives  his  fentiments  on  the 
fubje£t  ftill  more  ifrong,  when  he  fays, 
f  The  various  medicines  recommended 
f  as  ftimulants  to  the  uterine  veffels  un- 
H  der  the  title  of  Emmenagogues,  have 
M  never  appeared  to  me  to  be  effectual ; 
<?'  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  any  of  them 
it  are  poffelfed  of  a  fpecific  power  in  this 
?'  refpect.— — One  of  the  moft  powerful 

frequent  complaint  when  the  menfes  are  either  der 
fecHve  or  immoderate;  and  I  fhall  fnew  in  the  Ob- 
servations on  the  Cafes  annexed,  that  the  eledlric 
fliock  has  fometimes  produced  this  effect  previous  to 
the  appearance  of  the  menfes,  but  that  it  ceafed  on 
£heir  approach,  and  never  appeared  afterwards. 

f?  means 
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*'  means  of  exciting  the  action  of  the 
"  veflels  in  every  part  of  the  fyjlem,  is 

the  electric  shock  ;  and  it  has 
ff  been  employed  with  fuccefs  for  excit- 

ing  the  veffels  of  the  uterus." 

Dr.  Mufgrave,  treating  of  the  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption,  in  his  third  Gulfto- 
nian  Lecture,  read  before  the  College  of 
Phyiicians  this  year,  obferves,  with  re- 
fpect  to  thofe  confumptions  which  take 
their  origin  from  obftructed  menfes,  that 
f*  The  power  of  the  electric  mock  in 
Iff  removing  either  the  obftructions  them- 
?!  felves,  or  at  leaft  their  concomitant 
"  diforders  when  recent,  js  fo  great,  I 
f«  could  almoft  fay  fo  miraculous,  that  I 
"  do  not  except  even  thefe  from  the  pofr 
*'  fibility  of  a  cure." 

I  may  be  allowed,  therefore,  to  infer, 
that  the  good  effects  of  Electricity  in 

remoy- 
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removing  thefe  obftructions  have  been 
practically  evident  to  thefe  authors  ;  but 
the  Baron  Van  Swieten's  remark  was 
made  at  a  time  when  the  ftudy  of 
Electricity  was  in  its  infancy,  and  its 
application  was  accompanied  with  fuch 
fharp  pain,  as  made  its  operation  too 
much  dreaded  to  be  admitted  into  ge- 
neral practice :  the  cures  which  were  at 
that  time  performed  by  it,  were  gene- 
rally effected  by  the  nrft  fhock,  which 
if  it  failed,  was  too  feverely  felt  by  the 
patient,  to  encourage  him  to  apply  a 
fecond  time ;  and  this  I  prefume  is  the 
reafon  why  thefe  gentlemen  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  obferving  its  effects 
to  be  fo  conftant,  as  it  has  been  under  the 
method  in  which  I  have  conducted  it ; 
which  is  totally  the  reverfe  of  any  former 
mode,  being  gentle,  yet  effectual ;  applied 
to  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  and  not  to 
the  whole  frame. 

I  hope 
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I  hope  I  mall  not  be  thought  to  de- 
viate from  the  province  of  Surgery,  by- 
treating  of  a  difeafe  which  has  hitherto* 
fallen  under  the  care  of  the  Phyfician, 
when  it  is  obferved  that  the  mode  I  pro- 
pofe  for  its  cure,  is  an  operation  per- 
formed by  the  hand,  with  the  affiftance 
of  inftruments,  and  therefore  falls  under 
the  care  of  Surgery  *.  I  might  add,  that 
anatomical  fkill  is  neceflary  to  direct  it 
with  propriety  and  fuccefs. 

The  many  fnrgical  complaints  which 
take  their  origin  from  this  obftrucliony 
and  the  number  which  are  aggravated  by 
it,  led  me  firft  to  the  trial  of  attempting 
their  relief  by  this  powerful  force.  The 

*  Eft  vero  chirurgica,  ea  pars  medicine,  quae 
inanu  curat:  eft  medicinas  pars,  quae  docet,  quomo- 
do  manuum  imprimis,  atque  inftrumentorum,  imd 
it  medicamentorum  externorum  adjumento  morbi 
rcl  curandi  Tint  vel  avertendi. 

Celfus,  lib.  i.  Prafat.  p.  3.    Item,  lib.  vii.  iri 
principle  Prafationis. 

a  fuccefs 
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fuccefs  I  met  with  induced  me  to  con- 
iider  the  fubjecl  more  attentively,  and 
from  the  experiments  I  made  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  attention,  the  prefent 
thoughts  on  the  difeafe  arofe. 

*THE  interruption  of  the  menftruai 
flux,  is  to  be  conlidered  as  arifing  from 
two  different  caufes  :  The  one  I  fhall 
name,  after  a  celebrated  author,  the 
Retention ;  and  the  other,  the  Supprejfiori 
Of  the  menfes. 

The  firft  is*  when  they  do  hot  begirt 
to  flow  at  the  period  of  life;  in  which 
they  may  be  expected ;  and  the  laft, 
when  after  they  have  taken  place  for  fome 
time,  they  ceafe,  from  other  caufes  thari 
conception,  to  return  at  their  ufual  and 
proper  periods. 

C  The 
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The  retention  of  the  menfes  is  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  difeafe,  merely 
from  their  not  flowing  at  the  period 
which  is  cuftomary  with  other  young 
girls,  becaufe  the  period  is  fo  various  in 
different  young  women  that  no  precife 
time  can  be  affigned  as  proper  to  the 
fex  in  general.  Different  climates  make 
great  variety  in  this  particular ;  in  Eng- 
land they  generally  appear  about  the 
thirteenth  or  fourteenth  year ;  but  in 
many  more  early,  and  in  fome  not 
till  the  fixteenth  year,  and  then  fre- 
quently without  any  diforder  occafion- 

ed  thereby..  It  has  been  remarked 

by  phyficians,  that  when  this  difcharge 
appears  at  a  proper  age,  and  without  any 
particular  inconveniences,  a  fudden  in- 
crease of  ftature  has  been  obferved,  fo 
that  in  a  few  months  the  body  has  grown 
taller  than  it  had  done  for  a  year  or  two 
before.    The  retention  therefore,  is  not 

to 
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to  be  confidered  as  a  difeafe,  unlefs  when 
about  the  time  the  menfes  mould  be  ex- 
pected to  appear,  fome  diforders  arife 
which  may  be  imputed  to  that  retention, 
being  fuch  as  we  know  from  experience, 
when  happening  at  that  period,  are  re- 
moved by  the  flowing  of  the  menfes. 

The  figns  which  denote  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  are 
—the  fwelling  of  the  breaft,  a  heavinefs 
and  lazinefs,  a  pain  in  the  back  or  about 
the  kidneys ;  a  yawning  and  ftretching 
of  the  body  j  a  flufhing  in  the  cheeks, 
which  comes  and  goes ;  fometimes  they 
have  a  loathing,  with  a  defire  to  reach. 
In  fome  the  mufcles  and  tendons  of  the 
neck  become  tenfe  and  rigid,  and  others 
complain  of  a  head-ach, 

Thefe  fymptoms  difappear  upon  the 
flowing  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  which 

C  2  continues 
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continues  a  longer  or  a  fhorter  time  in 
different  women  ;  with  fome  it  is  over 
in  three  or  four  days,  but  with  others; 
it  lafts  near  a  whole  week.  It  is  reckoned 
better  when  it  drills  away  by  degrees,  and 
flows  on  without  interruption  until  it 
ceafes  entirely.     Not    unfrequently  it 
happens  that  the  menftrua  will  flow  two 
pr  three  days,  then  flop,  and  prefently 
after  return  again  ;  fuch  women  however 
are  liable,  during  the  interruption,  to 
have  all  the  fymptoms  return  which 
ufually   precede  the   flowing   of  their 
menfes,  particularly  a  head-ach,  and  a 
froublefome  ftiffhefs  in  the  neck,  which 
lafts  till  the  blood  begins  to  flow  again, 
from  the  uterus  *. 

The  diforders  which  denote  a  Retention 
pf  the  menfes,  are  a  fluggifhnefs  and  fre- 
quent   fenfe  of  laflltude  and  debility, 

9  Vide  Galen,  lib.  6.  chap.  3. 

with 


with  various  fymptoms  of  indigeftion, 
and  fometimes  a  defire  to  eat  of  unnatu- 
ral things.    At  the  fame  time  the  face 
loofes  its  vivid  colour,  becomes  pale,  and 
frequently  of  a  yellowifh  complexion; 
the  whole  body  grows  pale  and  flaccid; 
the  feet,  and  perhaps  a  great  part  of  the 
body  are  affected  with  cedematous  fwel- 
lings :   The  breathing  is  hurried  by  any 
quick  or  laborious  motion  of  the  body, 
and  the  heart  is  liable  to  palpitation  and 
to  fyncope  :  a  head-ach  fometimes  oc- 
curs,1 but  more  certainly  pains  of  the 
back,  loins,  and  haunches. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  when  in  a  high  de- 
gree, conftitute  the  Chlorofls  or  Green- 
ficknefs,  which  hardly  ever  appears  fe- 
parate  from  the  retention  of  the  menfes, 
A  considerable  laxity  and  flaccidity  of 
the  whole  fyftem  is  manifestly  apparent 
from  thefe  fymptoms,  and  lead  us  there- 
fore to  judge  that  the  retention  of  the 
4  menfe§ 


menfes  accompanying  them  is  owing  to  a 
weak  action  of  the  veifels  of  the  uterus, 
infufficient  to  overcome  the  rigidity  of  the 
extremities  of  the  uterine  arteries,  which 
therefore  do  not  impel  the  blood  to  their 
extremities  with  a  force  fufficient  to  open 
them  and  pour  out  blood  by  them. 

How  it  happens  that  at  a  certain  pe^ 
riod  of  life  a  flaccidity  of  the  fyftem 
arifes  in  young  women,  not  originally 
affected  with  any  fuch  weaknefs  or  laxity, 
and  of  which  but  a  little  time  before 
they  gave  no  indication,  js  difficult  to  ex~ 
plain.  Some  very  ingenious  conjectures 
on  this  fubject,  have  however  of  late 
been  publiftied  ;  but  it  is  not  proper  or 
neceffary  for  me  to  give  any  opinion 
about  them. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  another 
caufe  of  retention  of  the  menfes  which 
fometjmes  occurs  j  I  mean  an  unnatural 

con* 
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conformation  of  the  parts ;  nature  fome- 
times  varying  from  her  accuftomed  plan, 
in  the  conftruction  of  thefe  organs,  as  well 
as  every  other  of  her  works.  Thefe  in- 
ftances  however  do  not  often  exift,  but 
when  they  occur,  they  require  the  affiftance 
of  a  fkilful  furgeon  to  remedy  them,  and 
his  affiftance  mould  not  be  long  deferred ; 
for  when  the  retention  of  the  menfes 
happens  from  fuch  caufes,  nature  oftimes 
opens  the  moft  furprifing  paffages  and 
uncommon  outlets  for  her  relief  *. 

I  am  next  to  conlider  the  caufes  of  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  menfes,  and  then  to 

*  Boerhaave  Aphorifm.  Sect,  MCCLXXXVI. 
The  blood  being  thus  accumulated,  frequently  opens 
to  itfelf  the  moft  furprifing  paffages,  generally  con- 
fidered  as  very  uncommon  outlets  to  the  menftrua  ; 
for  they  have  been  obferved  by  phyficians  to  force 
their  way  by  the  eyes,  ears,  noftrils,  gums,  falivary 
glands,  cefophagus,  inteftines,  bladder,  breafts,  fkin, 
and  through  particular  wounds  and  ulcers, 

treat 
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treat  of  the  method  of  relief,  which,  a« 
it  is  nearly  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  I  defer 
till  I  have  fpoke  of  this  fecond  af- 
fection* 

The  Supprejjion  of  the  tnenfes  occurs 
only,  after  the  flux  has  been  for  fome 
time  regularly  eftablifliedj  and  when  the 
interruption  cannot  be  referred  to  the 
caufes  of  Retention,  but  muft  be  imputed 
to  fome  reiiftance  in  the  extreme  velTels 
of  the  uterus.  Thus  for  inftance,  cold, 
fear,  and  other  caufes  which  may  pro- 
duce a  conftri&ion  of  the  extreme  veflelsj 
often  are  the  caufes  of  Suppreffion.  Some 
phyficians  have  fuppofed  an  obftructing 
lentor  of  the  fluids  to  occafion  the  re- 
finance, but  this  has  been  elteemed 
purely  hypothetical,  without  any  proper 
evidence  of  the  fact,  which  from  other 
confiderations  is  thought  improbable. 

There 
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There  are  indeed  fome  cafes  of  fup- 
preffion  which  feem  to  depend  upon  a 
debility  of  the  fyftem  in  general,  and 
confequently  of  the  veffels  of  the  uterus. 
But  in  fuch  the  fuppre$ion  always 
appears  as  fymptomatic  of  the  other 
affections,  and  therefore  muft  be  treated 
accordingly; 

The  idiopathic  cafes  of  Suppreflion 
are  attended  with  various  fymptoms  or 
diforders  in  different  parts  of  the  body^ 
Very  commonly  anting  from  the  bloody 
which  fhould  have  paffed  by  the  uterus^ 
being  determined  more  copioufly  intd 
other  parts ;  and  very  often  with  fuch 
force  as  to  produce  hemorrhages  :  hencei 
bleeding  from  the  nofe,  lungs,  ftomach/ 
et  c&terd,  have  appeared  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuppreffed  menfes.  Befide 
thefe,  there  are  commonly  hyfteric  fymp- 
toms and  affections  of  the  ftomach  pro- 

D  duced 
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duced  by  the  fame  caufe,  and  frequently 
cholic  pains,  with  a  bound  belly. 


In  treating  of  the  cure  of  the  Reten- 
tion, or  of  the  Suppreflion,  I  do  not  mean 
to  difcard  the  affiftance  of  medicine.  I 
propofe  the  electric  shock  to  be  ufed 
only  to  remove  one  fymptom,  but  that 
I  believe  will  be  allowed  the  principal 
one.  I  propofe  it  to  remove  the  fpafm  of 
the  extreme  vefTels  of  the  uterus,  by 
determining  the  blood  to  thofe  vefTels, 
and  by  accelerating  the  circulation 
through  them  ;  an  effect  which  has  fo 
long  been  wiihed  for,  but  which  has 
never  been  obtained  with  certainty  by- 
any  other  means. 

A  flaccidity  of  the  fyflem,  and  a  weak 
action  of  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus,  may 
then  be  confidered  as  moft  frequent  caufes 
of  the  Retention  of  the  menfes ;  and  they 

are 
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arc  to  be  cured,  by  reftoring  the  tone  of 
the  fyftem  in  general,  and  by  exciting  the 
action  of  the  uterine  vefTels  in  particular. 
The  tone  of  the  fyftem  in  general,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  difeafe,  is  to  be 
reftored  by  exercife,  by  cold  bathing,  and 
by  the  affiftance  of  chalybeates  with 
other  proper  medicines. 

The  action  of  the  uterine  vefTels  is  to  be 
excited  by  determining  the  blood  into 
them,  through  the  defcending  aorta, 
with  a  particular  acceleration.  It  has 
been  propofed  to  effect  this,  by  purging 
and  other  medicines,  by  the  exercife  of 
walking,  by  friction,  by  warm  bathing 
of  the  lower  extremities,  and  by  a  com- 
preffion  of  the  iliac  vefTels,  Whether 
any  or  all  of  thefe  means  have  anfwered 
the  defired  purpofe,  I  leave  to  the  ex- 
perience of  Phyficians.  The  cafes  which 
|>ave  been  fent  to  me  for  relief,  where 

P  2  thefe 


[  *?  ] 

fhefe  remedies  have  failed,  and  the 
fincere  confeffion  of  authors,  have  led 
me  to  fuppoie  they  are  not  to  be  relied 
upon  $  I  will,  therefore,  refer  the  reader 
to  the  quotation  I  have  made  from  Dr. 
Cullen,  to  authenticate  the  probability 
of  the  electric  mock  being  the  moft 
likely  means  of. exciting  the  action  of 
the  veffels  in  any  part  of  the  fyftem,  and 
then  leave  him  to  judge  from  the  Cafes 
I  mail  annex,  whether  it  has  anfwered 
this  expectation. 

To  remove  the  conftriction  affecting 
the  extreme  veffels  of  the  uterus,  Dr. 
Cullen  very  fenfibly  lays  down  as  the 
chief  indication  of  cure  in  cafes  of  fup- 
prcffion  ;  and  for  anfwering  this  purpofe, 
he  fays,  "  the  principal  remedy  is  warm 
Vt  bathing  applied  to  the  region  of  the 
H  uterus.  This  however,  continues  he, 
*<  is  not  always  effectual ;  and  I  do  not 

ff  kno\y 


"  know  of  any  other  remedy  adapted 
"  to  the  indication.  Befides  this,  we 
"  have  perhaps  no  other  means  of  re- 
"  moving  the  conftriction  in  fault,  but 
*  that  of  increafing  the  action  and  force 
ff.  of  the  verTels  of  the  uterus,  fo  as 
"  thereby  to  overcome  the  refinance  or 
confrridtion  of  their  extremities.  This 
leads  therefore  to  employ  the  fame 
"  remedies  in  the  cafes  of  Suppreffion, 
"  as  thofe  prefcribed  in  cafes  of  Reten- 
f<  tion ;  the  tonics  however,  and  cold 
**  bathing,  feem  to  be  lefs  properly 
'f  adapted  to  the  cafes  of  Suppreffion, 
w  and  have  appeared  to  me  of  ambiguous 

It  frequently  happens  in  cafes  of  Sup- 
preffion, that  though  the  menfes  do  not 
flow  at  their  ufual  periods,  there  are 
often,  at  thofe  periods,  fome  marks  of  an 
effort  to  produce  the  difcharge.  The 
$uor  albus  or  whites  I  have  obferved  to 

be 
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be  particularly  increafed  at  fuch  times, 
and  to  have  been  produced  previous  to  the 
menftrual  dilcharge  by  the  electric  fhock. 
It  is  at  thefe  feafons,  when  the  efforts 
of  the  fyftem  are  concurring,  that  the 
remedies  for  removing  the  obftruction 
fbould  be  put  in  ufe ;  and  I  can  affirm, 
that  with  a  proper  attention  to  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  of  the  cafes,  and 
by  a  fkilful  application  of  the  electric 
/hock,  I  have  never  as  yet  failed  in  one 
mjiance  to  re-eflablim  the  natural  dif- 
charge.  Some  of  the  cafes  which  were 
put  under  my  direction  were  fo  peculiar, 
that  I  could  not  amufe  my  Patients  even 
with  Hope ;  but  as  a  late  author,  ia 
treating  of  the  confumption,  has  laid  \t 
down,  as  the  duty  of  thofe  who  cultivate 
the  ftudy  of  medicine,  never  to  fuffer 
I^Iope  to  be  totally  extinguifhed,  becaufe 
the  extinction  of  Hope  is  the  extinction 
of  Endeavour  ^  I  undertook  to  attempt 
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their  relief — and  the  fuccefs  evinced  the 
truth  of  his  maxim. 

The  ftrength  of  the  electric  mock  is  fo 
different,  according  to  the  mechanifni  of 
the  machine,  and  of  other  parts  of  the 
apparatus,  that,  till  thefe  matters  are 
brought  to  a  moft  exact  nicety,  it  will 
be  impoffible  to  give  any  defcription  of 
the  force  with  which  it  mould  be  appli- 
ed ;  and  even  then,  indeed,  there  will  be 
fuch  a  variety  in  the  fenfations  of  diffe- 
rent people,  that  the  force  of  it  muft  be 
regulated  by  their  feelings,  and  will  with 
difficulty  be  reduced  to  rule. — It  has 
hitherto,  I  am  fure,  been  ufed  much  too 
ftrong  ;  and  thofe  who  have  had  the  cou- 
rage and  curiofity  to  feel  it,  have  given 
fo  true  and  fo  dreadful  a  defcription  of 
the  blow,  that  almoft  every  new  patient 
who  applies,  expecting  the  fame  fenfa- 
tion,  is  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfions 

of 
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of  what  (lie  is  to  fuffer.  It  is  fome  fatis- 
faction  to  hear  their  confeflion  after- 
wards, that  the  fhock  was  lefs  difagree- 
able  than  they  could  have  fuppofed ;  and 
Indeed  it  is  neceffary  it  mould  be  fo,  be- 
caufe  more  than  one  repetition  of  it  ia 
required  at  the  firft  application. 

The  relation  of  a  number  of  Cafes, 
where  fimple  obftructions  of  a  fhort  du- 
ration, without  any  very  remarkable  at^ 
tendant  fymptoms,  were  removed  by  the 
fhock,  will  avail  little  to  eftablilh  the 
fuperiority  of  this  remedy. — I  mall  there- 
fore pafs  over  the  variety  of  cafes  which 
I  have  relieved;  and  confine  myfelf  to  a 
few  particular  ones,  where  the  circum- 
ftances  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  render 
the  power  of  medicine  ineffectual ;  but 
where  the  electric  mock,  exceeding  the 
expectations  which  were  found  from 
it*  removed  the  obftructions  in  a  moft 
4  •  effectual 
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effectual  manner. — I  will,  however,  addj 
as  a  general  remark,  that  when  the  ob- 
ftruclion  has  been  of  fhorfc  duration,  or 
when  it  has  only  been  an  interruption 
from  cold  or  accident— Khe  flux  has  been 
reftored  in  its  accuftomed  period  by  a 
few  gentle  (hocks,  and  all  the  fymptoms 
accruing  from  it  have  been  relieved  by 
the  return  of  the  difcharge. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

Young  lady*,  of  an  exceeding  healthy 
conftitution,  whofe  periods  had 
commenced  about  her  fourteenth  year, 
and  had  eftablimed  themfelves  regularly 
without  any  inconvenience,  took  cold, 
by  walking  in  a  windy  day  at  an  impro- 
per time  ;  the  menfes  were  immediately 
checked  but  as  no  great  pain  enfued, 
me  did  not  acquaint  any  of  the  family 
with  the  accident. — Her  mother,  how- 
ever, who  was  very  attentive  to  her,  ob- 
ferving  fome  time  after  that  (he  was  un- 
well, and  enquiring  into  her  complaints, 
difcovered  the  caufe. — She  was  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  family  apothecary, 
who  gave  her  the  proper  medicines,  and 
did  not  omit  bleeding  her;  by  this  at- 
tention he  alleviated  the  fymptoms,  but 

4  was 
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was  not  able  to  produce  a  return  of  the 
difcharge. — Finding  her  ftomach  affected 
by  the  medicines,  fhe  left  them  off,  and 
went  into  the  country,  and  to  the  fea, 
during  the  fummer.  At  her  return  to 
town  in  December  laft,  I  was  defired  to 
fee  her.— It  was  then  more  than  ten 
months  ftnce  fhe  had  been  regular. — She 
was  grown  thin  and  pale,  was  coftive, 
but  had  not  loft  her  fpirits,  her  appetite, 
gr  her  reft.— I  began  with  infulating  her, 
and  drawing  fparks  from  her  ftomach  and 
feet  i  and  a  few  days  after,  I  paffed  gen- 
tle mocks  from  the  hands  and  the  verte- 
bras of  the  neck  to  the  feet,  increaling 
them  from  day  to  day  to  the  end  of  the 
firft  fortnight ;  but  in  that  time  I  could 
not  perceive  my  treatment  made  any  alte- 
ration in  her.  I  concluded  from  thence, 
that  as  the  obftruction  was  probably 
feated  only  in  the  veffels  of  the  uterus, 
my  mock  mould  be  paffed,.  if  not  con- 
E  2  fined. 
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fined,  to  the  direction  of  thofe  ve/Tels. — ! 
Accordingly  I  placed  my  directors  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  convey  the  electric 
matter  through  every  part  of  the  uterus  ; 
and  having  continued  this  method  two 
days,  on  the  third  I  had  a  meffage  to  ac- 
quaint me  of  the  fuccefs  that  attended  it; 
a  mild  and  eafy  difcharge  was  produced, 
and  continued,  without  interruption,  its 
proper  time.  I  have  the  fatisfaction  to 
know,  that  this  young  lady  has  conti-r 
nued  perfectly  regular  ever  fince,  and  has 
grown  furprizingly  iince  her  health  was 
eftablimed. 

REMARK?. 

It  mould  be  obferved,  that  while  the 
mocks  were  paired  universally  in  this 
cafe,  that  is,  from  one  extremity  of  the 
body  to  the  other,  they  produced  no  par- 
ticular effect  on  the  obitruction  of  an  in- 
|ernal  part,  but  feemed  to  adt  only,  and 

with- 
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without  any  good  or  bad  effect,  on  the 
external  mufcles ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
powers  of  electricity  were  regulated  and 
confined  to  the  veffels  of  the  uterus,  the 
effect  was  quick  and  falutary. 


CASE 
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CASE  If, 

JN  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  elec- 
tricity in  the  former  cafe,  a  young 
married  woman  was  fent  to  me  who  had 
laboured  under  an  obftruclion  of  the 
menfes  for  more  than  four  months. — - 
She  was  of  a  ftrong,  full,  and  plethoric 
habit,  was  clearly  free  from  any  fufpicions 
of  pregnancy,  at  the  time  complained  of 
violent  pains  in  her  ftomach  and  back, 
and  had  for  feveral  preceding  days  been 
troubled  with  a  Diarrhoea. — Her  appre- 
henfions  of  the  electric  mock  were  great ; 
and  that  {he  might  be  prejudiced  in  fa- 
vour of  them,  I  palled  them  very  gently 
the  firft  day,  but  fufficient  to  relieve,  for 
the  prefent,  the  pains  fhe  complained 
of. 


The 
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The  next  day  me  was  more  free  from 
pain,  but  her  Diarrhoea  was  very  trouble- 
fome. — I  then  paffed  ftronger  mocks,  yet 
moderate  ones,  through  the  region  of  th« 
pelvis ;  and  I  defired  her  to  fend  to  her 
apothecary  on  her  return  home,  to  advife 
with  him  for  her  Diarrhoea.— But  ere  ihe 
reached  her  home  the  menfes  flowed 
abundantly ;  and  from  that  moment  the 
laxity  of  her  bowels  ceafed,  her  com- 
plaints vanimed  immediately,  and  flie 
has  fince  been  pregnant,  and  gone  the 
full  time. 

REMARK. 

It  is  evident  from  the  caution  I  ufed 
in  paffing  the  (hocks  very  gently  the  firft 
day,  that  the  return  of  the  menfes  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  the  fudden  fright,  or 
to  any  alTe&ion  of  the  mind  which  the 
novelty  of  the  method  of  cure  occafioned. 

—On 
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—-On  the  contrary,  it  is  as  evident,' that 
the' electric  fluid,  paffing  with  a  due  force 
through  the  obftruifted  veffels  on  the  fe- 
cond  day,  increafed  the  velocity  of  the 
circulation  fufficient  t»  remove  the  con- 
function  at  the  extremities  of  the  uterine 
veffels.- — It  is  alfo  evident,  that  the  purg- 
ing, which  I  had  fuppofed  might  be  ow- 
ing to  another  caufe,  was  only  an  effort 
of  nature  to  eafe  herfelf  of  fome  part  of 
the  load  ;  for  the  moment  the  menfes 
began  to  flow,  this  fymptom  left  her. — 
This  is  a  fymptom  remarked  to  attend  on 
the  fupprefhon  of  the  menfes  by  Hippo- 
crates; "  Quibufdam  ventris  fubductiones 
"  diuternae." 

The  nuptial  ftate  has  been  thought  by 
fome  phylicians  of  great  eminence  to  be 
fo  favourable  to  this  difeafe,  that  it  has 
been  recommended  by  them:  it  will, 

how- 
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however,  appear  by  this  cafe  to  have  no 
greater  certainty  than  medicines. 

But  it  will  require  fome  knowledge  to 
diftinguim  cafes  of  pregnancy  from  the 
difeafe  in  queftion. — The  powers,  there- 
fore, of  the  electric  fluid  mould  not  be 
ufed  in  the  cure  of  difeafes  without  be- 
ing joined  to  a  knowledge  of  the  animal 
ceconomy,  as  much  harm  may  accrue 
from  the  improper  management  of  fo 
active  a  fluid. 


F 


C  A  S  £ 


CASE  III. 

Young  woman,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  defired  my  advice  for  a  tumor 
of  her  thigh,  which  followed  an  unhap- 
py accident  me  met  with  two  years  be- 
fore. Her  cafe  was  attended  with  many 
complicated  fymptoms,  and,  among  them, 
a  fuppeffion  of  the  menfes,  which  had 
lafted  feven  months.  I  thought  it  right 
to  relieve,  if  poffible,  this  fymptom  be- 
fore I  proceeded  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion which  was  neceffary  for  the  tumor. 

For  three  fuccefiive  days  I  palled  fome 
electric  mocks  through  the  region  of  the 
pelvis ;  and  on  the  fourth,  me  was  at- 
tacked with  a  violent  pain  in  her  fide, 
which  left  her  on  applying  the  mocks 
to  that  part. — In  about  three  hours  it 
i  returned 
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returned,  and  I  was  fent  for.  I  re- 
peated the  fhocks,  and  the  pain  again 
vanifhed. — I  vifited  her  fix  hours  after, 
when  the  pain  had  begun  to  attack  the 
fide. — I  parled  a  ftronger  mock,  which 
removed  it,  and  me  flept  well  the  whole 
night. — The  next  day,  being  the  fifth, 
the  menfes  appeared,  and  flowed  gently 
for  three  days  ;  but  ceafing  then,  the 
pain  of  the  fide  returned,  and  was  fo  vio- 
lent, that  I  was  fent  for  in  a  hurry. 
— When  I  came  to  her  I  found  her  in 
great  agony  y  but  being  informed  of 
the  caufe,  I  begged  to  make  trial  of 
electricity  once  more,  which  fhe  readily 
confented  to,  as  fhe  had  experienced 
fuch  inftantaneous  relief  before. -^-On  its 
application,  the  pain  ceafed.— very 
fhort  time  after,  the  flux  came  on,  and 
continued  two  days. — I  attended  her  for 
feveral  weeks  after  upon  the  former  ac- 
F  2  count, 
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count,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  her. 
recover  from  all  her  complaints. 

REMARK. 

It  will  appear  from  this  cafe  how  at- 
tentive the  practitioner  of  Electricity 
mould  be  to  the  fyrriptoms  his  applica- 
tion may  give  rife  to.  A  novice  in  the 
art  would  have  been  perhaps  alarmed  at 
the  return,  and  at  the  metaftarls,  or  re- 
moval of  the  fymptoms  -y  but  experience 
had  taught  me  to  expect;  peculiar  fymp- 
toms from  the  revolution,  which  the 
electric  mock  muft  produce  in  the  fyf- 
*tem.  The  refinance  of  the  veffels  of 
the  uterus  might  be  too  great  to  give 
way  to  the  firft  efforts,  and  a  weaker 
part  might  therefore  furfer  inconveni- 
ence y  but  I  knew,  from  repeated  trials, 
thofe  pains  would  leave  her  on  the  ap- 
plication 
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plication  of  the  fhock,  directed  towards 
the  obftructed  veflels,  and  that  the  de- 
fired  event  would,  by  fteady  perfeverance, 
be  produced. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

J^EBRUARY  ioth,  1779,  a  young 
woman,  about  22  years  of  age,  came 
to  me  to  be  electrified  for  a  pain  in  her 
fide,  which  fhe  had  been  troubled  with 
for  fome  months,  without  being  able  to 
get  relief. 

She  related  to  me,  among  other  things, 
a  very  particular  circumftance. — From 
the  time  that  fhe  firfr,  began  to  menftru- 
ate,  flie  faid,  that  they  flowed  regularly 
in  their  natural  channel  for  two  fucceflive 
months,  but  on  the  third  month  they 
had  as  regularly  been  vomited  up  from 
the  itomach,  which  at  thofe  times  was 
affected  with  pain  and  ficknefs. 

When 
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When  fiie  related  this  to  me  ihe  was 
within  a  week  of  the  period  when  they 
mould  have  been  difcharged  from  the 
ftomach. — I  was  defirous,  therefore,  to 
try  if  the  Electric  Shock  would  have 
power  to  alter  the  courfe  and  with  this 
view,  I  pafTed  fome  fhocks  from  the  fto- 
mach  to  the  feet,  and  to  the  os  pubis, 
continuing  them  every  day. 

1 3th  Feb.  She  informed  me  the  men- 
fes  had  appeared  at  their  natural  outlet ; 
but  they  flopped  the  next  day,  and  a  pain 
feized  the  fide  and  the  back. — Thefe 
pains  were  removed  by  gentle  fhocks, 
and  the  menfes  flowed  again. — The  four 
fucceeding  days  they  remitted,  and  flowed 
again  after  being  electrified. — On  the 

18th,  She  omitted  to  come  to  me;  and 
the  next  day,  the 

19th, 


19th,  A  fmall  quantity  was  difcharged 
from  the  ftomach,  which  was  very  fick 
the  whole  day. — I  then  increafed  the 
ftrength  of  the  mocks,  paffing  them 
through  the  ftomach  to  the  os  pubis  and 
to  the  feet. — The  menfes  flowed  from 
this  time  in  a  larger  quantity  than  be- 
fore, without  intermimon,  for  three  days, 
when  they  ceafed,  and  the  pain  in  her 
fide,  for  which  me  firft  applied  to  me, 
was  quite  removed,  and  did  not  again 
return. 

Near  four  months  afterwards1  me  cal- 
led on  me,  as  I  had  defired  her,  and  ac- 
quainted me  that  me  had  enjoyed  her 
health  perfectly  fince  I  faw  her;  that 
the  laft  lime  me  was  out  of  order,  which 
was  the  period  when  the  difcharge  was 
expected  from  the  ftomach,  me  was  taken 
in  the  natural  way,  and  went  her  proper 

time, 
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lime,  without  any  interruption  to  that 
courfe. 

REMARK. 

This  cafe  appears  to  me  to  evince  the 
powers  of  Electricity  very  remarkably. 
It  is  curious  to  fee  how  wonderfully  na- 
ture exerts  herfelf  to  remedy  thofe  Lufus 
Naturae*  which,  in  the  multiplicity  of 
her  works,  fhe  fometimes  forms. — We 
ought  to  be  more  furprized  at  her  exact  - 
nefs  than  at  her  few  deviations,  when 
we  recollect  the  variety  of  creations 
(he  is  perpetually  employed  in  ;  and  the 
pains  it  cofts  her  to  remedy  thefe  little 
inaccuracies,  are  frequent  fubjects  of  ad- 
miration to  thofe  who  are  curious  in  in- 
veftigating  her  works. 

How  to  account  for  the  peculiarity  of 
the  prefent  cafe  I  am  at  a  lofs  ;  but  as  I 

G  had 
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had  obferved  in  all  the  cafes  of  obftrueted 
menfes,  that  the  powers  of  the  animal 
ceconomy  were  ever  ready  to  affift  any 
effort  to  the  natural  mode  of  difcharge ; 
fo  I  was  led  to  fuppofe,  that  even  in  this 
remarkable  inftance  I  might  be  able  to 
turn  the  courfe  from  its  unnatural  chan- 
nel.—The  event  proved  favourable  to  my 
opinion,  and,  I  think,  is  a  very  ftriking 
proof  of  the  powers  of  Electricity  over 
the  animal  ceconomy. 

I  mould  obferve  there  were  feveral 
difadvantages  attended  the  operation  of 
the  Eleclric  Machine  in  this  cafe. — The 
woman  had  a  long  walk  to  come  and  go 
every  day — the  weather  was  cool  and 
rainy ;  and  to  thefe  circumftances  I  at- 
tribute the  daily  checks  her  difcharge 
met  with. — Had  me  been  in  a  fituation 
to  have  had  every  comfort  at  home,  and 
that  I  could,  with  convenience,  have  vi-* 

fited 
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fited  her  morning  and  evening,  me  would 
probably  have  had  none  of  thofe  inter- 
miffions,  and  the  cure  would  have  been 
more  eafily  effected ;  but  the  difficulties 
which  attended  it  ferve  only  to  add  to 
the  reputation  of  the  means  which  pro- 
duced the  end* 


CASE  V, 


CARAH  BURMAN  was  a  patient  in 
St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Reynolds.    She  had  fuffered  an 

G  2  obftruc- 
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obstruction  of  her  menfes  for  more  than 
nine  months. — Her  legs  were  fwelled  to  • 
a  prodigious  fize ;  Ihe  was  unable  to  take 
any  exercife  on  that  account,  and  had 
many  other  pains  and  complaints  in  con-* 
fequence  of  her  difeafe. — Dr.  Reynolds, 
at  her  firit  admiflion,  ordered  her  to  be 
electrified ;  and  this  was  done  for  a  few 
days,  with  ftrong  mocks  after  the  old 
method.  The  patient  however  finding  no 
relief,  it  was  defifted  from,  and  he  directed 
medicines  for  her. — -After  three  months 
the  obstruction  ftill  remained.  I  was  at 
this  time  attending  fome  patients  of  Mr. 
Elfe's  in  the  hofpital,  fo  the  Doctor  paid 
me  the  compliment  of  fubmitting  her  to 
my  care. 

She  was  27  years  old,  of  a  ftrong,  ple- 
thoric, and  naturally  healthful  conftitu- 

tion  -3 
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tion;  had  had  one  child.  She  had  never- 
been  fubjeci  to  a  large  flux,  becaufe  me 
worked  hard  in  the  country.  She  was  of 
a  very  coftive  habit  of  body. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  1779,  I  firft 
began  to  electrify  her  with  moderate 
{hocks  through  the  pelvis  to  the  feet. 
She  felt  fome  throbbing  pains  about  the 
Jower  part  of  her  belly  and  her  thighs  for 
fhree  hours  after ;  and  at  night  fhe  was 
much  troubled  with  the  head-ach. 

l2th-^-i3th — and  14th.  I  repeated  the 
fhocks  in  the  fame  manner  :  the  pains 
Jeft  her  head,  and  removed  to  the  flo- 
mach  and  region  of  the  pelvis,  but  were 
always  relieved  for  feveral  hours  after  be- 
ing electrified. 

1 5th.  I  electrified  her  as  before  ;  and 
that  night  a  fmall  (hew  of  the  menftrual 
flux  was  obferved  for  three  hours. 

i6tthi 
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1 6th,  I  continued  to  pafs  the  fhocks 
in  the  fame  direction  -3  the  difcharge  ap- 
peared within  twenty  minutes  afterwards 
in  a  good  quantity,  flowed  for  an  hour, 
and  then  ceafed.  Her  pains  left  her  when 
the  menfes  returned. 

17th.  Repeating  the  fame,  they  ap- 
peared in  a  few  minutes,  continued  more 
than  two  hours,  and  then  flopped. 

1 8  th — 19th.  No  difcharge  followed 
the  fhocks.  On  confulting  the  Doctor, 
it  was  thought  advifeable  fhe  mould  con- 
tinue her  medicines  to  keep  her  body  lax, 
and  omit  the  electric  mocks  till  the  next 
period  approached. 

She  left  the  hofpital  a  few  days  after, 
and  went  to  a  family  in  Suffblk-ftreet, 
where  £he  was  chiefly  employed  at  needle- 
work.   On  the  5th  of  May  I  called  on 

her  5 
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her;  I  found  her  legs  very  much  fweU 
led,  and  exceedingly  painful. — She  was 
very  coftive,  having  neglected  her  medi- 
cines for  fome  days ;  her  head-ach  was 
violent;  me  made  but  little  urine,  and 
her  body  fwelled.  I  began  electrifying 
her  again,  and  directed  her  to  take  a 
purging  draught,  immediately. — She  was 
fome  what,  eafier  the  next  day,  from  the 
relief  the  draught  had  given  her.  On 
the 

7th,  She  complained  of  the  fwelling 
of  her  body,  and  of  the  fmall  quantity 
of  urine  me  made. — As  I  had  obferved 
the  Electric  Shock  to  increafe  the  action 
of  any  part  through  which  it  was  fent,  I 
thought  it  might  produce  fome  good  ef- 
fect by  Simulating  the  kidneys,  and 
therefore  directed  it  through  them. — My 
conjecture  was  right ;  fhe  made  a  large 
quantity  of  urine  that  day  and  the  two 

follow- 
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following,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  belly 
diminimed  in  confequence. 


ioth  May,  She  was  not  electrified:  iri 
the  evening  me  grew  very  uneafy  and  full 
of  pain,  was  liftlefs  and  deje&ed. — Thefe 
fymptoms  all  difappeared  on  the  nth 
after  being  electrified. — She  continued 
hiending  till  the  14th,  when  me  com- 
plained much  of  a  pain  in  her  head. — I 
paffed  fome  mocks  through  it,  which  in- 
frantly  relieved  iti — -In  the  evening  me 
found  herfelf  much  better  than  ever  fhe 
did  before.    The  next  morning,  being 

15th,  Some  appearance  mewed  itfelf : 
when  I  called  on  her,  fhe  was  in  bed, 
complaining  of  a  moll  violent  head-ach. 
I  ordered  her  to  rife  and  come  down  ftairsi 
which  fhe  was  unwilling  to  do,  being  very 
low  fpirited. — I  electrified  her  brifklv. 
and  her  fpirits  increafed  after  every  mock. 

—I  left 
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—I  left  her  quite  eafy. — During  the  reft 
©f  the  day  the  difcharge  was  uhufually 
great,  but  me  was  perfectly  free  from 
pain,  and  at  night  the  fwelling  of  her 
legs  was  exceedingly  diminimed. 

1 6th — 17th.  The  mocks  were  repeat- 
ed, and  the  difcharge  continued  without 
any  check  after  the  third  day,  which 
was  her  ufual  period,  it  ceafed. 

- 

During  thefe  three  days — fhe  evacuated 
a  much  larger  quantity  than  me  had  ever 
done  j  but  found  herfelf  after  it  rather 
weakened,  and  her  legs  began  again  to 
fwell.  By  the  advice  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Mekell,  who  had  attended  to  her  cafe 
while  in  the  hofpital,  and  was  anxious 
to  learn  the  event,  me  was  then  put  upon 
a  courfe  of  bark  and  fteel  medicines,  con- 
tinuing electricity  gently.  In  three  weeks 
me  was  taken  out  of  order ;  after  which 

H  me 


ihe  left  off  all  medicines,  &c  and  hac 
fince  had  a  perfect  flate  of  health. 

i 

REMARK. 

This  cafe  carries  with  it  fo  ftrong  a 
conviction  of  the  fervice  of  Electricity,; 
that  it  will  render  a  repetition  of  others 
lefs  ftriking  quite  needlefs,  which  I  mall 
therefore  omit. 

It  mould  be  obferved,  that  this  patient 
had  laboured  under  thefe  obftructions  till 
nature  was  almoffc  unable  to  bear  the 
weight  any  longer,  and  would  have  eva- 
cuated the  load  at  fome  unufual  place, 
if  the  care  which  had  been  taken  of  her 
had  not  prevented  that. 

Notwithstanding  the  attention  and  ad- 
vice of  an  eminent  phyfician,  the  remo- 
val 
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val  of  the  obftruction  cotlld  not  be  ef- 
fected by  medicine. — At  the  time  me 
was  put  under  my  care  me  was  too  bad 
for  me  to  fuppofe  I  mould  be  able  to  re- 
lieve her;  it  was  not  expected ;  and  when 
in  five  days  I  gave  the  account  of  my 
fuccefs,  it  was  received  with  furprize. 

The  removal  of  the  immediate  ob- 
struction was  not  perfecting  the  cure  of 
this  young  woman. — She  had  been  trou- 
bled with  the  Fluor  Albus,  which  dimi- 
nimed  after  the  appearance  of  the  menfes, 
but  did  not  leave  her. — During  the  time 
(he  omitted  the  ufe  of  Electricity  me 
grew  much  worfe. — When  me  purfued 
it  again  me  began  to  mend,  and  her  inci- 
pient dropfy  left  her.- — After  the  fecond 
difcharge,  molt  of  her  original  com- 
plaints difappearedj  but  others  took  their 
place,  and  particularly  her  Fluor  Albus 
was  confiderable. — The  ufe  of  tonic  me- 

H  2  dicines 
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dicines  were  then  plainly  indicated  ;  thejr 
effect  was  extremely  falutary  ;  the  appli-  > 
cation  of  Electricity  was  removed  from 
\he  pelvis,  and  confined  only  to  the  legs. 
— The  event  of  their  united  pperation 
cftablifhed  the  conftitution  on  as  firm  a. 
bafis  as  nature  had  provided  for  it. 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE  VI. 

QATHERINE  HOPKINS,  aged  18, 
was  admitted  into  St,  Thomas's  Hof- 
pital  28  February,  1779,  for  an  enlarged 
and  ulcerated  lip,  which  had  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  cancerous,  partly  from  the 
appearance  of  the  part,  and  from  the 
account  me  gave  of  her  mother,  who,  me 
faid,  died  of  a  cancer  in  Dublin  in  her 
44th  year. — Her  mother  had  never  been 
regular  till  after  fhe  was  married,  which 
happened  in  her  18th  year. 

Converting  one  day  with  my  friend, 
Mr.  Elfe,  on  the  powers  of  Electricity, 
and  particularly  of  the  certainty  with 
which  I  had  been  able  to  produce  the 
rnenftrual  flux,  he  mewed  me  this  girl, 
made  me  acquainted  with  her  cafe,  and 

told 
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told  me  the  Labia  Pudendi  mewed  % 
fufpicious  appearance,  being  enlarged  and 
ulcerated  like  her  lip.  He  added,  that 
he  thought  if  me  became  regular,  thefe 
fymptoms  might  mend. — As  the  medi- 
cines me  had  taken  for  this  purpofe  had 
not  produced  any  effect,  he  propofed  to 
Dr.  Rawlinfon  that  me  mould  be  put 
under  my  direction,  which  he  politely 

admitted  of. 

- 

4th  July,  I  began  to  electrify  her 
gently,  directing  the  mocks  through  the 
pelvis,  and  continued  them  in  the  fame 
manner  till  the  9th,  when  me  began  to 
complain  of  flight  pains  in  her  head,  back, 
and  belly— fome  times  in  her  thighs.  Her 
f?jirits  were  much  mended  :  me  found 
herfelf  ftironger ;  and  her  lip  was  grow- 

■ 

ing  better,  though  the  thick nefs  was  not 

■ 

leffenecL 


1 


i  oth  July,  I  pafled  mocks  wherever 
me  complained  of  pain,  which  relieved 
her ;  and  for  experiment,  I  palled  a  few 
gentle  mocks  through  her  lip,  and  flung 
the  electric  fluid  on  the  ulcers  within 
it :  this  method  was  repeated  every  day  •„ 
aad  on  the 

17th,  Her  lip  was  reduced  to  its  na- 
tural fize  y  fome  of  the  ulcers  were  heal- 
ed ;  but  the  lympathics  in  the  neck  were 
a  little  fwelled :  I  directed  fome-  mocks 
through  them,  and  they  quickly  fubiided. 

The  appearance  of  her  countenance 
was  fo  much  mended  for  the  better, 
by  the  fwelling  of  the  lip  fubfiding,  that. 
I  was  inclined  to  believe  I  had  produced 
the  alteration  by  my  treatment  of  the 
part,  particularly  as  its  amendment  had 
been  fo  expeditious,  and  previous  to  the 
appearance  of  the  menfes — but  Mr,  Elfe 

thought 
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thought  otherwife,  and  I  have  reafon  td 
refpect  his  opinion. 

The  Retention  of  the  menfes,  for  which 
me  was  put  under  my  care,  was  not  re- 
moved.—-I  continued  to  electrify  her 
daily,  and  could  produce  a  difcharge  of 
a  whitifh  colour  from  the  uterus,  after  a 
mock  of  a  certain  ftrength  :  this  led  me 
to  imagine,  the  afTiftance  of  tonic  medi- 
cines would  produce  the  proper  dif- 
charge 5  and  on  the  23d  of  July  I  had 
mentioned  this  opinion  to  the  Doctor 
when  the  nurfe  of  the  ward  informed  us 
our  patient  had  been  taken  out  of  order 
the  preceding  evening,  about  an  hour 
after  I.  had  electrified  her. 

¥bey  continued  to  flow  rather  pro- 
fufely  for  fix  days,  and  then  ceafed. — 
The  labia  pudendi,  on  examination,  had 
three  or  four  lar^e  ulcers  remaining,  but 

the 
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the  fwelling  was  diminimed.  As  me 
had  ufed  no  application  to  them  forfoma 
time,  and  had  walked  about,  it  may  be 
fuppofed  they  were  heated  and  chafed  ; 
me  was  therefore  ordered  to'  remain  quiet, 
and  to  warn  them  with  the  Vegeto-mi- 
neral  water  of  Goulard  :  in  about  ten 
days  they  were  healed  ;  and  on  the  ioth 
of  Auguft  me  was  taken  out  of  order  for 
the  fecond  time  :  they  continued  to  flow 
rather  profufe,  and  to  weaken  her. — The 
Doctor  ordered  her  proper  medicines, 
which  relieved  her  ;  and  on  the 

19th  Auguft,  She  was  difcharged  from 
the  hofpital  perfectly  well. 

REMARK. 

This  fmgle  cafe  of  the  Retention  of 
the  Menfes  will  ferve  to  mew  what  pe- 
culiar dilbrders  may  arife  from  that  caufe, 

I  and 
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and  how  difficult  it  is  to  relieve  their, 
fymptoms  without  removing  the  obftruc- 
tion  from  which  they  originate. — I  have 
had  the  happinefs  to  rcftore  health  to, 
fome  other  young  perfons  labouring  un- 
der the  Retention  of  the  Menfes ;  and 
one  Lady  was  every  four  weeks  attacked 
with  an  ulcer  on  her  lip,  which  healed 
again  in  about  five  days  ;  but  after  her 
obftructions  were  removed,  this  fymptom 
vanifhed. — Another  was  hardening  to  a 
consumptive  ftate,  and  happily  relieved 
from  it  by  the  removal  of  the  caufe. — 
But  as  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  the  rea- 
der with  a  repetition  of  cafes,  I  mall  beg 
his  patience  for  only  one  more,  which  is 
not  uncommon  in  Surgery. 


CASE 


CASE  VII. 

J  Was  fent  for  to  a  Lady,  who  had  been- 
afSifted- with  painful  ulcers  on  both 
her  legs  for  more  than  fifteen  months. — 1 
They  came  after  a  lying-in,  and  had  never 
healed.  The  legs  were  fwelled,  but  the 
ulcers  had  no  malignant  appearance.— 
She  told  me,  that  lince  her  laft  mifcar- 
riage,  which  was  then  more  than  ten 
months,  me  had  never  been  regular. — 
She  attributed  the  pain  and  fwelling  of 
her  legs  to  that  caufe ;  and  upon  en- 
quiry, I  found  that  me  was  fenfible  of 
an  endeavour  of  nature  to  relieve  herfelf 
at  regular  periods,  and  that  the  pain  me 
fufFered  at  thofe  times  was  alleviated  by 
a  bloody  difcharge  from  the  ulcers. — I 
applied  the  proper  dreffings  and  bandages 
to  the  parts,  and  waited  the  approach  of 
that  period. 

In 
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In  about  ten  days,  a  pain  feized  her 
back,  and  fhe  began  to  complain  of  her 
legs  :  I  then  electrified  her  ;  and  the 
next  day  me  was  taken  out  of  order,  and 
continued  fo  the  whole  week.  The  ul- 
cers mended  from  that  time,  and  were 
healed  in  three  weeks  afterwards. 


THE  END. 


!. 


